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Given the changes to prizes and the number of schools who have expressed a desire to participate, we have moved the date of the Galileo Challenge forward to Friday, April 21.

The following should provide some more details as to who we are and what the Galileo Challenge is about.

The Ottawa Carleton Educational Space Simulation
The Ottawa Carleton Educational Space Simulation (OCESS) informally known as Space Sim is a non-profit organization that promotes a greater understanding of space exploration and research for all students. By conducting a 96-hour mission to a chosen planet, moon, or asteroid each year, Space Sim strives to foster initiative and responsibility in its members, while instilling love and respect for space and science.

The OCESS also offers programs for other schools such as the Elementary Education Program (EEP) and the famous Planetarium presentation. These involve inviting elementary level classes to our facilities at the OCDSB Administrative building on Albert Street to conduct science demos, or taking our inflatable planetarium on tour to other schools. We offer planetariums for both elementary and high school level classes. Our high school presentation, especially, is designed to fit as a supplement to the Grade 9 science curriculum.

More details at www.spacesim.org.

The Galileo Challenge
The Galileo Challenge is a short multiple-choice answer quiz on the subject of general science knowledge, but focusing in towards more space oriented questions. For years, the OCESS has been running the competition at its base at Lisgar Collegiate Institute, but now, for the first time, the OCESS will attempt to offer it to other schools as well.

This year’s Galileo Challenge is set for the lunch hour of Friday, April 21, and will feature 75 multiple-choice questions.  The Galileo Challenge is linked to the grade nine science curriculum, and, thus will be offered exclusively to grade nine and ten students. Most of the questions cover topics from the grade nine Earth and Space Sciences curriculum, but there will be a number of questions on special topics such as managing spacecraft in orbit, and current and past events in space exploration (everything from Sputnik to the Cassini mission to Saturn).  

Registration Cost
It costs one dollar per student to take the challenge.  

Prizes
The first-prize winner of the Galileo Challenge will receive a free DEEP (da Vinci Engineering Enrichment Program) summer course, hosted by the Engineering Department at the University of Toronto (up to a $800 value depending on how many sessions are chosen) as well as a medal.  Second, third, and honourable mention winners will receive prizes generously donated by IBM Canada, including USB keys, T-shirts, and clip-on sunglasses.

Registering for The Challenge
To register to participate in the Galileo Challenge, Lisgar students may register by speaking with any Space Sim member. Students from other schools contact a science teacher at their school who can then contact the OCESS through Jim Magwood on Beam.  Schools will receive copies of the challenge test and Scantron answer cards.  Schools can elect to obtain electronic copies of the test over Beam and print off their own tests.  All that we need to know is how many students would like to participate at each school and whether you would prefer hard copies or a soft copy of the test.

More details about The Challenge can be found at www.spacesim.org.

Any questions can be sent to commanders@spacesim.org or Jim Magwood on Beam.

Marking the Challenge
Once completed, the Challenge Scantrons and tests must be returned to Lisgar C.I. by board mail. Mr. Magwood will grade them and the champion will be determined. Results will be sent to the schools and the winning and honourable mention students will be posted on the OCESS website with the student's permission.
